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Foundation Stage Curriculum
The principles behind the Foundation Curriculum are that the children learn through play.  This means that we try to provide well planned resources to enable the children to develop their full potential and learn in a practical way through first hand experiences.  To this end, we initially do very limited written work although the children learn how to form letters, numbers and the beginnings of free writing.

The curriculum is divided into 7 areas:-


Personal, Social and Emotional Development


Physical Development


Communication and Language
Literacy


Maths
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

We follow a play based approach here at Parkstone Primary, where we have freedom to follow the interests of the children.  The children have four short lessons in phonics, reading mastery, maths and curiosity carpet time, the rest of the day is purely learning through play, an engaged child is a happy child, which is a child open to learning.  This learning through play is indoor and outdoor learning, so please expect that the children will come home dirty, this is all part of school life and we appreciate your patience with this.  We ask that all children bring a waterproof suit for them to wear whilst outside, they can leave this waterproof suit at school with their wellies.
As part of the children’s education, to enrich their learning, we often take them on visits.  When this occurs, we will ask for your permission and very often a voluntary contribution to cover the cost of the visit.

Curriculum Matters

Overviews and information

We send out Tapestry observations updating Parents and Carers on current learning, this updates them on any work the children have been doing and task for home, it also provides them with important dates for your diaries.
From time to time we might put out a plea for different resources that we need for the classroom (ie: boxes for junk modelling, old wellies etc).  This will be done through letters home, posters in the classroom windows or notes on Tapestry.  Please keep a look out for these notices.
Reading
We teach reading through the Read Write Inc programme here at Parkstone Primary. Phonics will be taught from week 2 of the Autumn Term.  The children will be exposed to letters and sounds, word games and discussion books.  Daily phonics sessions will take place in groups, with children at the same stage / level.
When we feel they are ready, they will be given early reading books which they need to read to you.  Books sent home match the phonics level that they are learning at school.  We do this to encourage a love of reading, to build confidence and later on to develop fluency of reading.  Children will be exposed to books at a more challenging level in school during focussed reading mastery sessions.  Please remember that children learn at different rates, not all children will be sent home with a book at the same time, this will be staggered according to development.
We mainly use a phonic approach to reading with some look and say methods.  Obviously, there are some words which cannot be sounded out and the children learn to look at the shape of these words and learn them.  Please understand that we will not hear your child read individually every day.  It is not uncommon for us to send home phonics homework on ‘Tapestry’ as well as in their reading folders.  We expect that our children will read at least 3 times a week at home with you.  They will read every day at school in their phonics group.
Writing

When children first start school, they can very often write their own name.  If they cannot, don’t worry we will teach them.  However, it is helpful to teach your child to write in lower case letters and not capitals.  We will send home some phonics sheets for you to work on at home.  
Number activities

It is really useful if you could consider opportunities to develop their mathematical understanding as well.  Try to count with your child as much as possible – it doesn’t matter what they count!  Let them lay the table, sort the shopping, count the stairs etc.

A lot of our number work involves teaching the children different mental strategies for working out problems, so there is very little written work.  We develop ‘maths mastery’ across the school the children move through with common methods taught and language used across the school.  
PE

PE usually does not start in Foundation Stage until the Summer term as it is not a statutory requirement and the children are exposed to outdoor, physical learning all day long.  However, when it does start, the school policy states that children should dress appropriately for PE.  Both boys and girls should wear shorts and a t-shirt.  School t-shirts are white or green and we encourage the children to wear black shorts.  Sandshoes/plimsolls are not required for indoor PE but will be necessary for outdoor activities.

We consider it dangerous for earrings to be worn during PE.   Therefore, if your child wears them, please could you remove them or cover them over with tape on PE days.  

Please note – we are not allowed to do this for the children.

NB
School policy states that children are only allowed to wear stud earrings and no other jewellery.  These guidelines are for safety as well as health reasons.

Outdoor provision
We open our outdoor provision regardless of the weather, so it is very important that your child always has waterproofs, wellies and a change of clothes in their bag – please see the uniform list below for details.  On wet mornings, the doors will be opened slightly earlier than normal to avoid anyone getting too wet before the school day starts.
Please send in an all in one puddle suit/wellies for your child to keep at school.  If they do not have this then they will miss vital learning opportunities when the weather is wet.

Outdoor provision is in the enclosed areas near the classrooms where the children will have access a wide range of activities throughout the year.  After May half term and as part of their transition into Year 1, children will then join the rest of Key Stage 1 on the other playground at playtime playtimes.
Personal Welfare

It is very important that your child can do the following on entry to school:
1.  Dress and undress-including putting their coat on and waterproof suit on and off.
2.  Wash and dry hands.

3.  Use the toilet correctly.

4.  Blow their own nose.

5.  Use a knife and fork.

6.  Fasten zips, buttons, velcro etc.

7.  Have tidy habits eg clear away after using things.
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